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The  English  Springer  Spaniel  should  not 
be  forgotten  when  naming  the  various 
Spaniel breeds.

In  the  United  Kingdom of  Great  Britain, 
the land of its origin the English Springer 
Spaniel is counted as “Jack of all  trades” 
which  means  he  is  useful  for  nearly  all 
types  of  shooting  work,  e.g.  search  for 
game  under  the  gun,  flash  and  retrieve 
from land and water. In German speaking 
countries,  he  counts  with  all  the  other 
seven  Spaniel  breeds  as  long  distance 
hunting dogs in FCI Group 8. However, his 
strength  lies  more  in  his  search  for  his 
handler in shotgun distance. In the land of 
his  origin,  he  was  bred  for  this  type  of 
work. Nearly all over the world, he has to 
work according to this original breeding. 
Only  in  the  German  speaking  countries 
(Germany,  Austria,  Switzerland)  also  in 
Hungary  and  Szechuan,  previously 
belonging to Austria and Poland previously 
Silesia  the  sportsmen  want  a  dog  that 
searches  giving  tongue  over  a  long 
distance in the vast woodlands.

However,  the  inherited  strength  of  the 
English  Springer  Spaniel  lies  in  his 
passionate  short  distance  work  under  the 
gun  in  brush  land  and  water  with  thick 

cover of rushes. In Germany this breed is 
also  gaining  ground  perhaps  because  the 
times of large field shoots are fewer now a 
day. For a day’s rough shooting with one 
or two guns or a man going for a shoot on 
his own is the English Springer Spaniel the 
ideal  working  companion.  In  the  United 
Kingdom, is the English Springer Spaniel 
beside  the  Retriever  the  largest  active 
working gundog group. 

The English Springer Spaniel as a gundog 
of medium size finds his use also for our 
field shoots and drives in vast forests. He 
searches  thick  undergrowth,  thorns  and 
rushes reliably at short distance under the 
gun  for  partridge,  pheasant,  rabbit,  hare 
and waterfowl. The length of his legs also 
allows  him  to  search  a  large  kale  field 
without tiring unduly.

It  is  an  obvious  trait  that  the  English 
Springer  Spaniel  will  signal  with his  fast 
moving tail that he has found game even 
risking damage to his tail  in thick thorns 
before  he  flashes.  It  can  almost  be 
interpreted  as  a  quick  point.  Some  even 
signal with a very faint sound as if to say: 
Watch it, the bird will be flashed. 
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Especially working in water in thick rushes 
is  the  English  Springer  Spaniel  in  his 
element.

It  is  an  undoubted  advantage  that  the 
English Springer Spaniel has it in his genes 
that he works and searches at a short gun 
shot distance for game even very often for 
foxes also.

The  easy  to  handle  English  Springer 
Spaniel makes it possible for one handler 
to work two or three dogs at the same time 
during a drive for large game like deer in 
our extensive forests’ 

Note: During a drive in a thick forest  is  
advisable  to  work  the  Springer  with  a 
small  bell  on  the  signal  collar  for  the  
searching dog’s safety, the handler’s and 
also the positioned guns around the drive.  
This small bell will help to distinguish the 
searching  dog  from  any  game  in  the  
undergrowth.

Normally during a drive in the forest, these 
intelligent dogs will flash larger game even 
wild boar keeping a safe distance follow it 
for  a  short  distance  while  even  giving 
tongue  and  then  return  to  their  handler 
without  intervention  from  him  and  start 
quartering again for  more game. Because 
of the close bond between Handler and his 
dogs,  it  is  not  necessary  for  constantly 
influencing the dogs during a drive.  This 
pattern  of  search  also  prevents  the  dogs 
leaving the boundaries of the drive.
 
The  English  Springer  is  also  very  useful 
for  blind  retrieves  or  following  a  blood 

trail  of  a wounded deer.  For  this  type of 
work,  the  10  m  lead  is  fastened  on  a 
special  harness  on  the  back  of  the  dog. 
This is more to advantage as the Springer 
has a natural habit of keeping the nose on 
the ground while following a scent and will 
get entangled in the lead if pulled through 
the front legs under his body. A German 
Pointer (HPR) on the other hand that has 
been trained to search for wounded deer a 
10 m lead is  attached to  a  special  collar 
with  a swivel  and  the  lead  being  pulled 
through the front legs. This type of breed 
takes the scent with a high nose out of the 
air and has to be taught to keep the nose on 
the ground.

Despite  his  great  passion  for  work,  the 
English  Springer  Spaniel  is  an  easy  to 
handle  shooting  companion  but  rejects 
hard  training  methods.  It  is  best  to  start 
with  the  young puppy playfully.  He  will 
then be a dog with a great will to please his 
handler.
Note:  Moxon’s  “Gundogs,  Training  and 
Field Trials” is a great help for training 
English Springer Spaniels.

English Springer Spaniels are not a new 
breed.

In the country of its origin, Great Britain 
this breed has been documented since the 
19th  century.  In  1885,  the  Kennel-Club 
was  formed  and Breed  Standards  for  the 
different Spaniel Breeds were documented. 
These different Standards are valid to this 
day  for  each  Breed.  The  documented 
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standard  of  English  Springer  Spaniels  is 
valid for both types – Working and Show -.

Shooting  Sportsmen  in  Germany  should 
know  that  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the 
19/20th century the lines (Work or Show) 
divided.  On  one  hand  were  breeder  of 
working lines and on the other hand Show 
enthusiasts  that  bred  according  to  the 
standard. This entailed a split development.

Another Group of  Breeders  made it  their 
breeding concept to breed true to standard, 
e.g.  the  type  according  to  Kennel  Club 
standard with bred in working ability the 
Dual-Purpose  lines of  English  Springer 
Spaniels.  This  type  of  dog  is  bred  more 
outside  of  UK  in  foreign  countries. 
Especially  the  Swedish  Kennelklubben 
was  responsible  until  the  beginning  of 
2000  that  a  Swedish  Show  Champion 
(SUCH) had to have the necessary awards 
plus at least a second prize in a field trial 
open  class  before  he  qualified  for  the 
Champion title.

On  the  other  hand,  a  Swedish  Working 
(F.T) Champion (SJCH) had to have three 
first  prizes  at  a  Field  Trial  (F.T.)  plus  2 
qualifying awards at a Show before he was 
entitled to his title. These strict rules had 
the result that responsible breeders had the 
goal  to  fulfil  the  criteria  of  the  breed 
according to standard capable and beautiful 
English Springer Spaniels.

Furthermore, in Sweden the excellent nose 
capability of the English Springer Spaniel 
was  recognized  and  the  Kennelklubben 
created the title of “Vilt Spur Champion” 
(SVCH),  e.g.  following the 48 hour  cold 
blood trail of a wounded deer. A dog that 

was awarded this title had to work 3 trails 
and have at least one award at a show.

It  is  a  pity  that  in  Sweden  also  these 
requirements  have  been  under  pressure 
from various breeders (Show and Working 
lines) that the Kennelkubben has changed 
the rules to be less stringent.

Giving tongue “Yes” or “NO”
In  Germany,  the  breed  English  Springer 
Spaniel is looked after by the Jagdspaniel-
Klub e.V. It  is  the pedigree issuing Klub 
within the VDH (Verband des Deutschen 
Hundewesens) for all Spaniel Breeds. The 
Klub is  also responsible for  issuing rules 
for  breeding  according  to  the  British 
Kennel  Club  (the  land  of  the  Spaniels 
origin) standards, and watching over health 
issues  for  each  Spaniel  Breed  and 
registrations  of  dogs  and  litters  with  the 
VDH.

However,  for  Field  Trial  Regulations  the 
Jagdspaniel-Klub  followed  the  German 
Regulations  for  the  only  German 
“Stöberhund”  the  Deutsch  Wachtelhund. 
That breeds strength lies in giving tongue 
while searching in large forests’ for Deer, 
Wild  Boar  and  other  large  game  besides 
Field shoots for birds and hare, while the 
strength of the English Springer Spaniel is 
the  search  at  shot  gun  distance  and 
quartering  reliably  for  his  handler  and 
keeping constant contact.

On one hand, you have in most countries 
of  the  world  the  easy  to  handle  Spaniel 
where giving tongue is highly undesirable 
even  restricting  it  from  winning  Field 
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Trials and on the other hand in the German 
speaking countries  the  favour  lies  on the 
loud  and  far  searching  Deutsch 
Wachtelhund  and  the  same  behaviour  is 
required of the Spaniels.  Here these dogs 
are  only  successful  at  trials  if  certified 
“giving tongue” on the trail of game, e.g. 
hare, deer or wild boar. The success at a 
trial  with  Spurlaut (giving  tongue)  is 
recorded  in  the  register  of  the 
Jagdgebrauchshundeverband  (JGHV). 
Giving tongue seems to be more important 
than the reliable ability of the dog to find 
game,  retrieve  and  being easy to  handle. 
Without giving tongue, the dog cannot win 
at a Field Trial.

For breeding from a dog or bitch you need 
the  required  confirmation  from  an 
authorised Judge that the dog is conform to 
the  Kennel-Club  Standard  for  its  breed. 
This  is  important  because  the  British 
Working Type English Springer Spaniel is 
seldom  conform  to  the  Standard  and 
cannot be bred from in Germany.

A German buyer should be aware of this 
fact  to  avoid  disappointment  if  he  is 
interested in a British Field Trial  English 
Springer Spaniel for breeding though they 
are excellent  workers.  It  has happened in 
the  past  that  permission  to  breed from a 
working  type  English  Springer   Spaniel 
was  refused  because  they  were  not 
conform with the British Standard of  the 
breed. 

In Great Britain, it is not necessary to get a 
certified  “Standard  Conformation  of  the 
breed”  (Zuchttauglichkeitsbescheinigung, 
e.g. ZTB). 

There  a  breeder  selects  for  a  mating  the 
dogs either at a Show or at the success at a 
Field trial.

Not  only  in  UK  also  in  non-German 
speaking countries is the Spurlaut (giving 
tongue)  not  wanted.  Very  often,  a  noisy 
dog  is  taken  out  of  breeding  and  cannot 
win at Field Trials, though the dogs are not 
required  to  follow  a  trail  for  a  long 
distance.  On  the  contrary,  the  dog  is 
disqualified from further trial if he gets out 
of  hand.  Understandable  as  the  English 
Springer  Spaniel  was  originally  bred  to 
search  at  a  short  distance  and  not  as  in 
Germany required  for  a  loud search in  a 
large wooded area.

It must not be forgotten to mention that the 
English Springer Spaniel is also a lovable 
family dog and loves children as part of the 
family. He prefers the armchair if he gets 
the  chance  to  a  drafty  kennel  that  in  my 
view is not suitable for an English Springer 
Spaniel. 

He is sensitive and tends to be careful and 
wary of the unknown that might be thought 
of  as  being  nervous.  If  the  Springer  is 
accepted fully  as  part  of  the  family,  you 
have  the  best  chance  for  a  good hunting 
team
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